Matthew 14:22-33.
22 lImmediately he mmade the disciples get into the boat and go before him to the other side, while he dismissed the crowds. 23 And after he had dismissed the crowds, nhe went up on the mountain by himself to pray. 
When oevening came, he was there alone,  24 but the boat by this time was a long way2 from the land,3 beaten by the waves, for the wind was against them. 25 And lin the fourth watch of the night* he came to them, walking on the sea. 26 But when the disciples saw him walking on the sea, pthey were terrified, and said, “It is a ghost!” and they cried out in fear. 27 But immediately Jesus spoke to them, saying, q“Take heart; it is I. qDo not be afraid.”
28 And Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the water.” 29 He said, “Come.” So Peter got out of the boat and rwalked on the water and came to Jesus. 30 But when he saw the wind,4 he was afraid, and beginning to sink he cried out, s“Lord, save me.” 31 Jesus immediately reached out his hand and took hold of him, saying to him, t“O you of little faith, why did youudoubt?” 32 And when they got into the boat, sthe wind ceased, and vthose in the boat wworshiped him, saying,x“Truly you are ythe Son of God.”   
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A January Birthday?
	
How can it be compared to your spirit birth; of course this is something.
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“Around the world in 80 years”
	
This is a little something more, but what is its value compared to how you have taken so many of us as Spirit Colleagues with you on a Journey to The East?

I remember this event when I recall my own Awakening!

. . . . it was in the basement of the KC House-on-the-hill. This night it seems the place was curtained off in make-shift rooms. The house-count was about 12-15 fledgling recruits. I remember the scripture was Matthew 14: 22-33. 
22 Immediately he made the disciples get into the boat and go before him to the other side. . . .”
As the reader intoned this familiar story, I felt my feet begin to slip in an uncomfortable way—um, strange! When the reader got to the phrase,”. . . to the OTHER SIDE. . . ,” I was lifted up and out and on to, “the OTHER SIDE;” where ever that is. I knew I was there. 
From this position, I could hear Jesus tell Peter, 
Come on. Don’t be a pansy!”
Peter stepped over the edge of the boat and made for Jesus. 
John, it was you calling the Kansas Area colleagues to no longer “be afraid.” From that moment on I was Awakened to life in the Other World that is in the midst of this world. Everything was different, yet it all was the same. 










John,

That night, you called us all by name to join you in exploring the inner world of the Spirit while serving the needs of others and working for Justice. 
The Other Side is where you were Awakened to see The World As Your Parish. It is for this purpose you were born.

That night, and several others, you did a number on my family, and we remain a part of a vanguard announcing the Good News to the Un-Awakened.

For having called us to Journey On with you,
we thank you.

Now, for us, your 80th Birthday becomes a simile that points us toward the OTHER SIDE where we can live as Victors while yet Victimized.

Inner Peace! 

+     +     +


The Scriptures are interpreted when we allow them to interpret us.
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