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The Wanderer Returns: As many of you know I was diagnosed with myeloma (cancer in the bone marrow) in January 2016 and last year did not produce the Monthly Reflection. At present I am doing well with treatment and would like to return to this part of my writing. Thank you again for all your many messages of love and support. I appreciate them  greatly. 
IN STRANGE UNCERTAIN TIMES:
I would like to start with these words from Richard Rohr whose prophetic voice encourages many of us around the world. He wrote this on 20th January 2017.
Today in the Unites States we inaugurate a new president. While I pray that he leads with wisdom, compassion, and  justice, we simply cannot sit back and watch whatever unfolds. We the people have a tremendous responsibility to work together, to speak truth to power, to peacefully advocate for the rights of all beings and the earth. This requires maturity and contemplative consciousness, empathy for the “other” and courage to stand with those who are suffering. It is not a popular or easy path. But as human beings, we are called to be active participants in our salvation and mutual survival.
CHARACTER  AS DESTINY:
The American philosopher and civil rights activist, Cornel West, wrote this just before the inauguration. 
Eight years ago the world was on the brink of a grand celebration: the inauguration of a brilliant and charismatic black president of the United States. Today we are on the edge of an abyss: the installation of a mendacious and cathartic white president who will replace him. This is a depressing decline in the highest office of the most powerful empire in history. It could easily produce a pervasive cynicism and poisonous nihilism. Is there any hope for truth and justice? Does America even have the capacity to be honest about itself and come to terms with its self-destructive addiction to money worship and cowardly xenophobia? Ralph Waldo Emerson and Herman Melville – the two great intellectuals of 19th century America – wrestled with similar questions and reached the same conclusion as Heraclitus:  that character is destiny (“sow a character and you reap a destiny”).

POST-TRUTH:
We are becoming accustomed to post truth and/or fake-truth. The belief that our character matters --  that in fact “character is destiny” is slowly but surely being moved to the margins of our minds. We have witnessed this before in human history. We are being dumbed-down bit by bit and yet this is the moment for resistance at every level of our common life. We know this in our hearts and minds. This resistance is calling us to inner work: to resist the bland: to opt for truths which are counter-cultural. May be these words are of help in this journey....”contemplation is a POSITIVE CHOOSING of the deep, shining and enduring divine mysteries that are hidden beneath the too –easy formulas.”
THE AFFIRMING FLAME:
In 1939 – the year in which World War 2 began –  the poet W H Auden  reminded his readers  that however dark the night, the affirming flame still shed its light –

Defenceless under the night

Our world in stupor lies;

Yet dotted everywhere

Ironic  points of light

Flash out wherever the just

Exchange their messages.

May I, composed like them

Of eros and of dust,

Beleaguered by the same

Negation and despair

Show an affirming flame

                              (W H Auden), 
 AND IN SOLIDARITY WITH OUR WORLD
           And this payer -  which I wrote for my An Iona Prayer Book first published in 1998:
Living Christ, deep within my heart the fire of justice burns;

So I ask this day for inner courage to walk in solidarity

With all who are -

Betrayed, exploited,

Driven from home,

Violated, imprisoned, detained without trial,

Held hostage, robbed, raped, enslaved,

Silenced and abused.
                (My main e-mail contact is as before: ionacottage@:hotmail.com.)
