Community Gridding Procedures

[image: image1.emf]The Gridding Method creates a geo-social grid which holds the boundaries, and the most important geographical and social elements of a community in a symbolic, graphic form, which can be easily remembered.

SYMBOLISM OF THE GRID

A grid is a geo-social tool for looking at the social reality in a piece of geography. Grids can be made of neighbour-hoods, communities, cities, regions, nations, continents, or the globe itself. The action of gridding is the first symbolic and practical step in taking responsibility for a particular social space by organizing it into rational geographic patterns.

Gridding is a natural process we all engage in. A new family moving to town may grid the town based on where the public schools are. A businessperson may grid a town based upon the big stores, the industrial park and the financial institutions. A thief may grid a neighbourhood based on rich houses and back alleys.

Involving the community, or a CD team, in the gridding process allows everyone to share what is important to them, and makes explicit the values out of which we individually operate. By not gridding, each member of the team will undoubtedly have their own personal grid of the community.

When an entire group makes one grid that everyone can agree on, the grid becomes a powerful symbol of the community itself.

USES OF THE GRID

· A grid can be used to create schedules for visiting health workers, courses, politicial functions, or to allow fair access to different types of opportunities.

· A grid allows a group to visually refer to a community without the use of a map. A street map is, in fact, a form of grid which focuses on the transportation modes. Some other maps are visual representations of geographic features.

· A grid can be graphically designed in such a way to remind people of the special gifts of their community or region.

In this context, a community grid is a stylized image of the community space divided into several different sections which hold the complex reality of the local social geography.
FAMILIARIZATION WITH THE GEOGRAPHY

1. Become familiar with the community to be gridded by walking or cycling through it on several different routes. Go to the Town Clerk and get a map of the community, population figures, planning documents and anything else of use in getting a total picture of the community.

2. Pore over the community map.

- what do I notice?

- what are the natural features?

- what are the main lines on the map: roads, streets, rail lines, political boundaries?

- where do things converge to form nodes? Places where people meet
- what colours do I see? what do they stand for?

- what shapes emerge from the map?

- what are some of the symbols on the map?

- what do they stand for?

- where do I see boundaries or edges?

- where are built-up areas? the open spaces?

CONSTRUCT AN INITIAL PICTURE

4. Construct on paper your own rough art form of the area; on it identify and mark:

- the natural boundaries (rivers, lakes, coastline, ridges,hills)

- the identifying landmarks for the area - roads and pathways.

- the major nodes 

- population centres

- cultural or ethnic aggregations

- the political boundaries (electoral, municipal, county)

SET THE BOUNDARIES AND CREATE THE INITIAL GRID

5. From an inspection of various boundaries on the map, decide which of them are the possible boundaries of the community.

6. Draw an initial picture of these boundaries.

7. When you are satisfied that you have the boundaries right, work on dividing the geography up into five or six parts to create the grid. Make sure no part has a preponderance of the population. Each section should have roughly equal numbers of people.

The sectors may represent distinct parts of the community.
