  EASTER SUNRISE SERVICE  
April 12, 2020     Wherever You Are!    Sunrise

  PRAISE THE LORD, CHRIST IS RISEN!   HE IS RISEN, INDEED!                                   

GATHERING SONG:  
Hymn of Promise
1-In the bulb there is a flower, in the seed an apple tree;

         3-In our end is our beginning;

in cocoons, a hidden promise:  butterflies will soon be free!


in our time, infinity;

In the cold and snow of winter there’s a spring that waits to be,


in our doubt there is believing;

unrevealed until its season, something God alone can see.


in our life, eternity.











In our death, a resurrection;

2-There’s a song in every silence, seeking word and melody;


at the last, a victory,

there’s a dawn in every darkness, bringing hope to you and me.


Unrevealed until its season,

From the past will come the future; what it holds, a mystery,


Something God alone can see.

Unrevealed until its season, something God alone can see.

[Trumpet or other music]:  Welcome Happy Morning











  



     

WELCOME AND CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                                       
There was darkness over the earth before creation; 
 There is darkness in the womb before birth;                     

The seed grows in darkness before it meets the light; 
 There is darkness in the tomb before resurrection,
But now Christ is risen!  Hope is alive!           
 
 A new creation is dawning.

Community and world are born anew. Joy is alive!
 Death has no dominion over us.

Love is alive!





 New life is within us.

God’s Spirit is within and among us!


 God of resurrection, we celebrate You.  ALLELUIA!

GATHERING PRAYER








     
      
Here we are, in whatever place we find ourselves, claimed as sacred by God, in the midst of the disease, turmoil, noise, and frenzy around us.  Here we are, listening for the sounds that silence brings--the gentle murmurings that creation offers us--and witness the breaking of a new day.  [Pause for a time of silence] We no longer frantically look for Jesus of the tomb but, in stillness, experience his presence which lives among and within us.  God of the risen Life, transform our minds, hearts, and strength that, as your people, we may grow toward the fullness of life with you, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.

HYMN

Christ Is Risen!  Shout Hosanna!  [Tune: Hymn to Joy]

1.Christ is risen! Shout Hosanna!  Celebrate this day of days.

         3. Christ is risen!  Earth and heaven

   Christ is risen!  Hush in wonder:  All creation is amazed.


nevermore shall be the same.

   In the desert all surrounding, see, a spreading tree has grown.
    
Break the bread of new creation

   Healing leaves of grace abounding bring a taste of love unknown.

where the world is still in pain.










     
Tell its grim, demonic chorus:


2. Christ is risen!  Raise your spirits from the caverns of despair.

“Christ is risen!  Get you gone!”

    Walk with gladness in the morning.  See what love can do and dare.  

God the First and Last is with us.

    Drink the wine of resurrection, not a servant, but a friend.


Sing Hosanna, everyone!

    Jesus is our strong companion.  Joy and peace shall never end.
RESPONSIVE READING:   excerpts from Psalm 118




              
O give thanks to the Lord, for God is good; God’s steadfast love endures forever!
  Let Israel say, “God’s steadfast love endures forever.”

The Lord is my strength and my might; God has become my salvation.

  There are glad songs of victory in the tents of the righteous.

I shall not die, but I shall live, and recount the deeds of the Lord.

  The Lord has punished me severely, but God did not give me over to death.

Open to me the gates of the righteous that I may enter through them and give thanks.

  The stone that the builders rejected has become the chief cornerstone.

This is the Lord’s doing; it is marvelous in our eyes.
 This is the day that the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it!
SCRIPTURE:  Matthew 28:1-10






                        
RESURRECTION QUESTIONS:  Where do you see Life in the midst of physical/spiritual death?  What does this Easter, in the midst of our personal and present world circumstances, call you to know or do or be?                                                                                         
LIFT UP JOYS AND CONCERNS; AFFIRMATON OF FAITH, PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE       
We believe that death is not the end, but rather a transformation into new possibilities.  Nothing that exists is ever completely destroyed:  a star exploding or a leaf falling—both offer new possibilities and will ‘live on’ in ways  un-known to stars and leaves.  Winter gives way to spring.   What seems lifeless now abounds with life, new possibilities and delights.  We, too, experience new possibilities arising from our failures or disappointments or what has come to an end.   
Gracious God, we give thanks for all the influences in our lives that have helped us to see beyond the present and have called us to live in hope and trust, whatever endings we have experienced.  We give thanks for the Spirit of New Life active in our lives as it was in the life of Jesus of Nazareth. We pray for all who have need of the gift of Easter—for all who journey from illness to health, from despair to hope, from grief to consolation, from loneliness to love, for all our brothers and sisters, that death may have no more power over us.  We pray for this community and world in need of resurrection, for nations and people touched and broken by disease, violence, terrorism, divisions of race and religion, warfare, economic hardship, and natural disasters, for those who are far from home or separated from family, for medical personnel, first responders, government officials, and others working tirelessly, risking their lives to contain and stop the present coronavirus pandemic.  Rejoicing in the Risen Presence we commend all for whom we pray and for ourselves, in the name of the One who makes all things new.  Amen.  
HYMN

Jesus Christ is Risen Today
1. Jesus Christ is risen today, Alleluia
       
 3. But the pains which he endured, Alleluia!

   Our triumphant holy day, Alleluia!                       Our salvation have procured, Alleluia!

   Who did once upon the cross, Alleluia!                Now above the sky he’s King, Alleluia!

   Suffer to redeem our loss.  Alleluia!                     Where the angels ever sing.  Alleluia!

2. Hymns of praise then let us sing, Alleluia!       4. Sing we to our God above, Alleluia!

    Unto Christ, our heavenly King, Alleluia!            Praise eternal as God’s love, Alleluia!

    Who endured the cross and grave, Alleluia!         Praise to God, ye heavenly host, Alleluia!

    Sinners to redeem and save.  Alleluia!                  Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Alleluia!

SIGN OF THE PEACE AND BLESSING                                                                                                                 

 Hope is stronger than memory


Salvation is stronger than sin. 

     
 Forgiveness is stronger than bitterness.

             

Reconciliation is stronger than hatred.

             
 Light is stronger than darkness.

      

Resurrection is stronger than crucifixion.

             
The open tomb is stronger than the bloodied cross.

             

The risen Lord is stronger than the dead Jesus.

             
 Easter is stronger than Good Friday.

             

Hope is stronger than memory.

             
 We are the Easter people.

             

We are the people of hope. We are the people of the open tomb, the risen Lord, and new life in Christ.
May the Christ WORD, EVENT, SPIRIT, and LOVE—which cannot be bound by cross or tomb, social-distanced, self-isolated, sheltered-in-place, sequestered or quarantined—dwell within you and unite your heart with all humanity and all creation in renewed consciousness, care, courage, creativity and compassion.   
AMEN!
SONG:     
 Now the Green Blade Riseth










1.Now the green blade riseth from the buried grain, wheat that is dark earth many days has lain;

  Love lives again, that with the dead has been:  Love is come again like wheat that springeth green.

2.In the grave they laid Him, Love whom men had slain, thinking that never he would wake again,

  Laid in the earth like grain that sleeps unseen: love is come again like wheat that springeth green.

3.Forth He came at Easter, like the risen grain, He that for three days in the grave had lain;

  Quick from the dead my risen Lord is seen:  Love is come again like wheat that springeth green.

4.When our hearts are wintry, grieving, or in pain, Thy touch can call us back to life again,
  Fields of our hearts that dead and bare have been:  Love is come again like wheat that springeth green.
Trumpet [or other music]:  Low in the Grave he Lay
